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         The Wines of the Loire

The white wines of the western Loire tend to be light and with blush of fruit, save the Muscadet that is quite dry, often yeasty (with Gros Plant appellation), built from the Melon de Bourgogne and indeed unique to its terroir near the mouth of the Loire.  The whites, notably Vouvray and Savennières, use the Chenin Blanc, a grape that can be of fruit texture but also quite dry, with scent of limestone and lemon; where the Sauvignon Blanc is grown the wine is also bonier, crisper, with a stonier sting than its blended counterpart in the Entre-deux-mers of Bordeaux or the Sauvignon Blanc.  The great red wines are from Bourgeuil and Chinon, both of which are crafted with the Cabernet Franc.  Some Gamay (a Beaujolais grape) is grown in the area.  Just as some painters are “painters’ painters” so also the Loire is a region for aware and experienced oenophiles who enjoy regional character.  Except for the great wines such as the Pouilly-Fumé or the Sancerre and the earthy and tannic Chinons, by and large Loire wines tend to be enjoyed in situ.  They are delicate and thus require a delicate palette.  

Domaine de la Pépière Muscadet Sèvre-et-Maine sur lie Appellation d’Origine Contrôlée (A.O.C.) 200  [grape: Melon de Bourgogne]. Alcohol: 12 %.  Price $15/$13.
Chateau de Montfort Vouvray Demi-Sec A.O.C. 2012.  [grape: chenin blanc].  Alcohol: 11%.  Price: $16/$14.
Marc Brédif Vouvray Classic A.O.C. 2013.  Alcohol: 12.5%  Price: $20/$18.   
Petit Bourgeois Sauvignon Blanc 2013. Mis en bouteille par Henri Bourgeois (Chavignol). Alcohol: 12%.  Price: $12/$10.

Lamé Delisle Boucard Domaine des Chesnaies Bourgueil [grape: Cabernet Franc] A.O.C. 2010.  Alcohol 13%.  Price: $13/$11.

Domaine de la Colline Chinon A.O,C. 2013.  Mis en bouteille à la propriété..  Alcohol: 13.5%.  Price: $15/$13.  
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Domaine de la Pépière Muscadet Sèvre-et-Maine sur lie Appellation d’Origine Contrôlée (A.O.C.) 200  [grape: Melon de Bourgogne]. Alcohol: 12 %.  Price $15/$13.
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Chateau de Montfort Vouvray Demi-Sec A.O.C. 2012.  [grape: chenin blanc].  Alcohol: 11%.  Price: $16/$14.
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Marc Brédif Vouvray Classic A.O.C. 2013.  Alcohol: 12.5%  Price: $20/$18
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Petit Bourgeois Sauvignon Blanc 2013. Mis en bouteille par Henri Bourgeois (Chavignol). Alcohol: 12%.  Price: $12/$10.
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Lamé Delisle Boucard Domaine des Chesnaies Bourgueil [grape: Cabernet Franc] A.O.C. 2010.  Alcohol 13%.  Price: $13/$11.

